Silent Auction ideas
I make a basket with various products and I put my business card in there and I write on the back a discount on their next purchase or include a gift certificate to use with their party.  You could also put a certificate in there for an ultimate spa. 
I have done this many times. Thanks to free products, I usually have lots of
stuff in my
cupboard that I received for free. I put together a cute basket and tuck in a
catalog, a gift
certificate and my business card. I have been giving a gift certificate that
says $5 off your
order of $25 or more, thinking that then I wouldn't lose money on the order. 
However, I
have NEVER received an order from those gift certificates. I think next time I
will just put
in a $10 gift certificate--I think the recipient will be more likely to use it,
and the chances
of them only ordering $10 in products are pretty slim so I would end up making
some
money off of it. I have been happy to donate products just because it makes
me feel
good to help out local groups, but I would love to hear what others are doing to
help with
future orders from these auctions. And do you have a follow-up method????

One auction I donate to has other home businesses and they put a sign up sheet in front of the basket for people to sing up if they want to host a party etc.
I agree, I think of it as exposure and that it is a tax write off.  I put together products that I have received for free or that I purchased on sale.

